
Glory to God and Peace on Earth 
The Message of the International Ecumenical Peace Convocation 

 
I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be 
strengthened in your inner being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may 
dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being rooted and grounded in love. 
(Ephesians 3: 16-17) 

We understand peace and peacemaking as an indispensable part of our common faith. Peace is 
inextricably related to the love, justice and freedom that God has granted to all human beings 
through Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit as a gift and vocation. It constitutes a pattern of life 
that reflects human participation in God's love for the world. The dynamic nature of peace as gift and 
vocation does not deny the existence of tensions, which form an intrinsic element of human 
relationships, but can alleviate their destructive force by bringing justice and reconciliation.  

God blesses the peacemakers. Member churches of the World Council of Churches (WCC) and 
other Christians are united, as never before, in seeking the means to address violence and to reject 
war in favor of “Just Peace” – the establishment of peace with justice through a common response to 
God’s calling. Just Peace invites us to join in a common journey and to commit ourselves to building 
a culture of peace.  

We, nearly 1,000 participants from more than 100 nations, called together by the WCC, have shared 
the experience of the International Ecumenical Peace Convocation (IEPC), a gathering of Christian 
churches and inter-religious partners dedicated to the pursuit of Peace in the community, Peace with 
the Earth, Peace in the marketplace and Peace among the peoples. We met on the campus of the 
University of the West Indies (Mona) near Kingston, Jamaica from 17 through 25 May 2011. We are 
profoundly grateful to our hosts in Jamaica and throughout the Caribbean region who generously 
have provided a rich and spacious setting for fellowship and growth in God’s grace. By the very fact 
that we met on the site of a former sugar plantation, we were reminded of the injustice and violence 
of slavery and colonialism and of the forms of slavery that still plague the world today. We have been 
informed by the severe challenges of violence in this context as well as the brave involvement of 
churches in order to meet those challenges.  

We brought the concerns of our churches and regions to Jamaica; we spoke with one another here; 
now, we have a word to share with the churches and the world. We have encountered one another 
through Bible study, spiritually enriching common prayer, inspiring expressions of the arts, visits to 
local ministries and other service agencies, plenaries, seminars, workshops, cultural events, lecture 
sessions, wide-ranging deliberations and deeply moving conversations with persons who have 
experienced violence, injustice and warfare. We have celebrated the achievements of the 
ecumenical Decade to Overcome Violence (2001-2010). Our engagements have inspired us in 
showing that overcoming violence is possible. The Decade to Overcome Violence has generated 
many beautiful examples of Christians who have made a difference.  



As we gathered in Jamaica, we were keenly aware of events in the world around us. Stories from 
our churches remind us of local, pastoral and social responsibilities for people who must deal daily 
with each of the issues we discussed. The aftermath of earthquake and tsunami in Japan raises 
urgent questions concerning nuclear energy and threats to nature and humanity. Governmental and 
financial institutions face the necessity of taking responsibility for their failed policies and the 
devastating impact on vulnerable people. We witness with concern and compassion the struggle for 
freedom, justice and human rights of the people in many Arab countries and other contexts where 
brave people struggle without global attention. Our love for the peoples of Israel and Palestine 
convinces us that the continued occupation damages both peoples. We renew our solidarity with the 
people of divided countries such as the Korean peninsula and Cyprus, and people yearning for 
peace and an end to suffering in nations like Colombia, Iraq, Afghanistan and the Great Lakes 
region of Africa.  

We realize that Christians have often been complicit in systems of violence, injustice, militarism, 
racism, casteism, intolerance and discrimination. We ask God to forgive us our sins, and to 
transform us as agents of righteousness and advocates of Just Peace. We appeal to governments 
and other groups to stop using religion as a pretext for the justification of violence.  

With partners of other faiths, we have recognized that peace is a core value in all religions, and the 
promise of peace extends to all people regardless of their traditions and commitments. Through 
intensified inter-religious dialogue we seek common ground with all world religions.  

We are unified in our aspiration that war should become illegal. Struggling for peace on earth we are 
confronted with our different contexts and histories. We realize that different churches and religions 
bring diverse perspectives to the path towards peace. Some among us begin from the standpoint of 
personal conversion and morality, the acceptance of God’s peace in one’s heart as the basis for 
peacemaking in family, community, economy, as well as in all the Earth and the world of nations. 
Some stress the need to focus first on mutual support and correction within the body of Christ if 
peace is to be realized. Some encourage the churches’ commitment to broad social movements and 
the public witness of the church. Each approach has merit; they are not mutually exclusive. In fact 
they belong inseparably together. Even in our diversity we can speak with one voice.  

Peace in the community 

Churches learn the complexities of Just Peace as we hear of the intersection of multiple injustices 
and oppressions that are simultaneously at work in the lives of many. Members of one family or 
community may be oppressed and also the oppressors of others. Churches must help in identifying 
the everyday choices that can end abuse and promote human rights, gender justice, climate justice, 
economic justice, unity and peace. The churches need to continue to confront racism and casteism 
as dehumanizing realities in today’s world. Likewise, violence against women and children must be 
named as sin. Conscious efforts are required for the full integration of differently abled people. 
Issues of sexuality divide the churches, and therefore we ask the WCC to create safe spaces to 
address dividing issues of human sexuality. At every level churches play a role in supporting and 
protecting the right of conscientious objection, and in assuring asylum for those who oppose and 
resist militarism and armed conflicts. The churches must raise their common voice to protect our 
Christian brothers and sisters as well as all humans who are subjected to discrimination and 
persecution on the grounds of religious intolerance. Peace education must move to the centre of 



every curriculum in schools, seminaries and universities. We acknowledge the peacemaking 
capacity of youth and call on the churches to develop and strengthen networks of Just Peace 
ministries.  The church is called to go public with its concerns, speaking the truth beyond the walls of 
its own sanctuary.  

Peace with the Earth 

The environmental crisis is profoundly an ethical and spiritual crisis of humanity. Recognizing the 
damage human activity has done to the Earth, we reaffirm our commitment to the integrity of 
creation and the daily lifestyle it demands. Our concern for the Earth and our concern for humanity 
go hand in hand.  Natural resources and common goods such as water must be shared in a just and 
sustainable manner. We join global civil society in urging governments to reconstruct radically all our 
economic activities towards the goal of an ecologically sustainable economy. The extensive use of 
fossil fuels and CO2 emissions must be reduced urgently to a level that keeps climate change 
limited. The ecological debt of the industrialized countries responsible for climate change must be 
considered when CO2 emission shares and plans for adaptation costs are negotiated. The nuclear 
catastrophe of Fukushima has proved once again that we must no longer rely on nuclear power as a 
source of energy. We reject strategies such as an increased production of agro fuel which hurt the 
poor by competing with food production.  

Peace in the marketplace 
The global economy often provides many examples of structural violence that victimizes not through 
the direct use of weapons or physical force but by passive acceptance of widespread poverty, trade 
disparities and inequality among classes and nations. In contrast to unfettered economic growth as 
envisioned by the neoliberal system, the Bible signals a vision of life in abundance for all. The 
churches must learn to advocate more effectively for full implementation of economic, social and 
cultural rights as the foundation for “economies of life”.  

It is a scandal that enormous amounts of money are spent on military budgets and toward providing 
weapons for allies and the arms trade while this money is urgently needed to eradicate poverty 
around the globe, and to fund an ecologically and socially responsible reorientation of the world 
economy. We urge the governments of this world to take immediate action to redirect their financial 
resources to programmes that foster life rather than death. We encourage the churches to adopt 
common strategies toward transforming economies. The churches must address more effectively 
irresponsible concentration of power and wealth as well as the disease of corruption. Steps toward 
just and sustainable economies include more effective rules for the financial market, the introduction 
of taxes on financial transactions and just trade relationships.  

Peace among the peoples 

History, especially in the witness of the historic peace churches, reminds us of the fact that violence 
is contrary to the will of God and can never resolve conflicts. It is for this reason that we are moving 
beyond the doctrine of just war towards a commitment to Just Peace. It requires moving from 
exclusive concepts of national security to safety for all.  This includes a day-to-day responsibility to 
prevent, that is, to avoid violence at its root. Many practical aspects of the concept of Just Peace 
require discussion, discernment and elaboration. We continue to struggle with how innocent people 
can be protected from injustice, war and violence. In this light, we struggle with the concept of the 



“responsibility to protect” and its possible misuse. We urgently request that the WCC and related 
bodies further clarify their positions regarding this policy.  

We advocate total nuclear disarmament and control of the proliferation of small arms.  

We as churches are in a position to teach nonviolence to the powerful, if only we dare. For we are 
followers of one who came as a helpless infant, died on the Cross, told us to lay aside our swords, 
taught us to love our enemies and was resurrected from the dead.  

In our journey towards Just Peace, a new international agenda is of the utmost urgency because of 
the scope of dangers surrounding us. We call on the ecumenical movement as a whole, and 
particularly those planning the WCC Assembly of 2013 in Busan, Korea, with the theme “God of life, 
lead us to justice and peace”, to make Just Peace, in all its dimensions, a key priority. Resources 
such as An Ecumenical Call to Just Peace (ECJP) and the Just Peace Companion can support 
this journey to Busan.  

All thanks and praise to you, O Triune God: Glory to you, and peace to your people on earth. God of 
life, lead us to justice and peace. Amen. 

Kingston, Jamaica, 24 May 2011 
 

http://www.overcomingviolence.org/en/resources-dov/wcc-resources/documents/presentations-speeches-
messages/iepc-message.html 

http://www.overcomingviolence.org/en/resources-dov/wcc-resources/documents/declarations-on-just-peace/ecumenical-call-to-just-peace.html

